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eases are compensations for certain circumstances of the environ-
ment of the sufferers. Napoleon, whose ambition might justify
one in calling him the personification of assimilative appetite, dies
of cancer of the stomach, a childless married woman dies of cancer
of the breast, some men drink life to the lees and perish prematurely
of uraemic poisoning." Well, now, one is impelled to ask, what
about it? Is not this symbolism with a vengeance? Is not this
going the very limit, and so far beyond it that one has reached
the land of absurd dreams and the loosest thinking, when one
permit one's self to reason in this unrestrained fashion? Where
will one stop, once one permits one's self to indulge in such loose
thinking? This is getting as bad as Christian Science in its ab-
surd claims of the supernatural influence of ideational processes
on the bodily activities.

Let psychopathologists not go to the extreme of attributing
to psychic processes, least of all to ideas, all sorts of physical
ailments, without a close study of the facts, of the modus operandi.
Prove your case. Don't jump to conclusions and make baseless,
unsupported, even though sensational and astounding assertions.

MEYER SOLOMON.

PHILISTINE AND GENIUS. By Boris Sidis, A. M., Ph. D.,
M. D., Medical Director, Sidis Institute, Portsmouth, N. H. Boston.
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This is " a revised third edition with an additional preface on
current events and an essay on Precocity in Children."

In the preface Sidis calls attention to the horrors of the great
war and some of the errors in the modern social organization. He
deprecates the training of children by fear, submission and .blind
obedience to so-called superiors with the exploitation and develop-
ment of undesirable, handicapping traits, especially too much
cultivation of the herd tendency, with suggestion and imitation to
the fore, while expansion of the personality and self-knowledge
and freedom of expression of hidden abilities and powers are
stifled into nothingness. "The progress of humanity is from brute
to man, from Philistine to genius."

He calls attention to some of the glaring vices and incon-
gruities and superficialities of modern civilization and industrial
life, with its consciously purposive application of Darwinian
principles to human life-activities in all their brutality. "The
true education of life is the recognition of evil wherever it is met,"-
for, after all, "The principle of recognition of evil under all its
guises is at the basis of the true education of man."

He indicates some of the patent faults of our modern educa-
tional system.

"There is no place for genius in our schools. Originality is
suppressed. Individuality is crushed. Mediocrity is at a premi-
um."
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"Awaken in early childhood the critical spirit of man; awaken
early in the child's life, love of knowledge, love of truth, of art and
literature for their own sake, and you arouse man's genius."

"The cultivation of the power of habit-disintegration is what
constitutes the proper education of man's genius." He insists that
we should cultivate variability, for this permits one to have re-
course to the potential, hidden, stored-up, dormant, unused, sub-
conscious, reserve energies latent in all of us.

His suggestion is as follows: Excepting the children backward
in development because of congenital or some overlooked patho-
logical condition perhaps easily remedied by proper treatment,
Sidis insists that in the large majority of children the beginning of
education should be between the second and third years of life,
and from the very beginning the child's energies and interests
should be directed to intellectual activity and love of knowledge
rather than the usual nursery games and physical exercises. Our
schools and colleges are training their students in the art of money-
getting and the like rather than stirring up in them a real love for
knowledge.

"We do not appreciate the genius harbored in the average
child, and let it lie fallow."

That we have up to date only scratched the surface of man's
possibilities, and scratched it too often in the wrong place, no one
who has seriously reflected upon this can deny. Hence we must
whole-heartedly agree with Sidis when he asserts: "We can develop
into a great race by the proper education of man's genius."

Every psychopathologist, psychiatrist and educator must
agree when the author warns us to guard the child against all evil
fears, superstitions, prejudices, and credulity, in order to prevent
nervous and mental diseases and their allies.

So convinced is Sidis that the control of mental and moral
life should be in the hands of the medical psychopathologist that
he ventures to predict that the' medical man will in the future as-
sume the supervision of the education of the nation.

In the appendix, he calls attention, among other points, to
the groundlessness of the fear of the results of the application of
the method he advocates, for it shows that we are but afraid of
genius, "especially when it is manifested as 'precocity in child-
hood.' "

Throughout the volume Sidis writes with terrific force and
power, and his intensity, his sincerity, and his whole-souled devo-
tion to the cause to which he has given himself in this book shines
through on every page.

Here, too, as elsewhere, he shows a clarity of thinking, a
directness and unerring aim in expression, and a keen understand-
ing of that which he has undertaken to discuss.

I heartily and earnestly recommend the work to the readers
of the Journal of Abnormal Psychology.

MEYER SOLOMON.


